[HOW HEALTH SERVICES IN ISRAEL COPED WITH THE POLIO EPIDEMIC OF THE 1950'S].
Today, the introduction of a new medicine or vaccine or the clinical trial of some new potion requires the approval of a variety of bodies in accordance with Helsinki Agreement rules, National Health Laws and Health Ministry regulations. The creation of the World Health Organization (WHO) in 1946 added another essential layer to the firm base of principles governing the conduct of clinical trials that exist today. Its main contribution was to create a new reality following The Second World War and the subsequent Nuremberg Trials. The Declaration of Helsinki was only adopted eighteen years later, in 1964. In its first years of independence the infant State of Israel was attacked by a serious outbreak of polio which claimed many victims - mostly children and youngsters. Infantile paralysis - poliomyelitis (polio) was then considered as being untreatable. The disease affected 0.1% of the population of Israel. In 1950, out of a total population of 1.2 million, 1,500 were infected by polio. The epidemic struck over three successive seasons and affected more than 3,000 victims. The mortality rate stood at 10%. Experts, charlatans and fame seekers all presented their inventions to the country - creams, medicines and research projects all designed to bring relief to the sick children. Against all these stood the newly formed Ministry of Health, determined to bring order to the chaos. The only trial conducted by the Health Ministry was unsuccessful, but it was accompanied by the most stringent controls that would not have shamed even today's researchers. The clinical trials of Zibaline were conducted in the early 60's, after the polio vaccine had been introduced and the epidemic had passed. The purpose of this paper is to examine the influence of medical ethics, norms and morals on the way that medical practice dealt with the epidemic at a time when there were no laws or rules.